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they were that placed the powder in England, and gave allow-
ance to that damnable plot, and thought the act meritorious if
it had taken effect, and would have encouraged the actors/
Nothing, he further explained, was in the way of a good under-
standing except' the doctrine of Rome and the dregs of Anti-
christ.' l Such language was only too calculated to bring on
that very misunderstanding which Chichester deprecated.

On the 18th the Deputy rode in state to St. Patrick's, before
opening the session. As soon as the train reached the door of
May 18. tlie CathedrrJ, tne Catholic peers drew back, and
Opening of remained waiting outside till the conclusion of the
service, when they again took their places in the
precession. Chichester rode straight to the Castle, and took
his seat in the room which had been prepared for the House
of Lords. After a long speech from the Archbishop of Dublin,
who was also Lord Chancellor, the Deputy addressed the
House of Commons, telling them that the King had recom-
mended to them Sir John Davies as a man fit to be their
Speaker, and that he hoped they would immediately elect him.
When he had finished his speech, the Commons returned to
their own house.

It was hardly to be expected that the Catholics in the
House of Commons should take this recommendation in good
Election of Part- ^s soon as ^r Thomas Ridgway had proposed
a Speaker, fat election of Davies, Sir James Gough, a staunch
Catholic, started up and argued that both the members who
represented the new boroughs, and those who, though they had
taken their seats for old constituencies, were not residents in
the places where they had been elected, were disqualified from
sitting as members of the House. It would, therefore, be
necessary to decide who had been lawfully chosen before they
were entitled to elect a Speaker. As soon as he had said this,
several members called out to him to tell them the name of
;he man whom he proposed instead of Davies. Gough, whose
:heory required that he should hold his tongue, and refuse to
icminate anyone till the elections had been scrutinised, blurted
1 Brief Relation, Irish Cal. iv. 732; Petition and answer, May 17,
Ind. iv. 668.
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